
 

July 10, 2025 Preventive Services Task Force Likely to be
Reconfigured

  Think ACIP Reform: Shake-up & New Task Force Members With New
Agenda Likely

Relevant Companies

 

The HHS cancellation of the July 10 U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) meeting (here)
signals future changes, re: panel membership and likely some of its recommendations coming down the
pike. Over time, we expect cancer screening recommendations to stay largely intact (EXAS, GH, HOLX,
MYGN). However, RFK Jr. could potentially target certain recommendations that may not align with MAHA
priorities, including mental health screening in children and oral fluoride supplements. PrEP (GILD, GSK) may
also be at risk as it is a recent target from largely religious groups that have an overlap with MAHA grassroots.
New recommendations for preventive wellness screenings and diagnostics are also possible from USPSTF
under Secretary Kennedy.  

Changes in the USPSTF makeup and recommendations could affect insurer coverage and cost-sharing
for certain preventive services. Recall, the ACA stipulated that insurers must cover preventive services with a
grade of ‘A’ or ‘B’ with no cost-sharing. If USPSTF recommendations change, insurers have the option of
changing their coverage decisions, which could result in loss of no cost-sharing for certain services. However,
coverage for preventive services at large are likely to remain as disease prevention measures for plans. 

PrEP (GILD, GSK), oral fluoride supplements, and mental health screening could be targeted for
review. USPSTF recommendations are primarily focused on screening tests, but also address counseling
and preventive medicines. Those that do not align with MAHA could be changed or removed. We also
envision an increased focus on MAHA priorities such as holistic wellness diagnostics (potentially aligning
with Secretary Kennedy’s announcement on CGMs - our take here).
Cancer screenings are likely to remain in place (EXAS, GH, HOLX, MYGN). The ACA gave CMS
additional authority to provide Medicare coverage for screening technologies that received a rating of ‘A’
or ‘B’ by the USPSTF. Previously, Medicare didn't have statutory authority to provide coverage for most
screening tests unless explicitly written into law, which is the case for colorectal cancer screening and
breast cancer screening.

https://www.statnews.com/2025/07/09/uspstf-rfk-jr-meeting-canceled-preventive-care/
https://nut.sh/ell/ed/351183/1pYDsQ


This week’s USPSTF meeting was set to be the first since SCOTUS upheld RFK Jr.’s authority over the
panel. RFK Jr. has the power to add and remove members of the USPSTF following the recent SCOTUS
decision in Braidwood. We had said that the ruling would likely lead to a reconfiguration of the USPSTF and its
recommendations (here). We continue to believe RFK is likely to replace members of the USPSTF with
members more closely aligned with the MAHA movement. However, we note the panel does not make
recommendations on vaccinations, which is under the purview of the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP).
 
Will RFK follow the ACIP pattern for USPSTF? Recall the HHS Secretary also postponed ACIP’s February
meeting to April to allow more time for public input. Then in June, RFK replaced all 17 ACIP members with eight
new panelists (now seven), many of whom were more critical of vaccine safety (our take here). In late June, the
new ACIP members voted against thimerosal-containing flu vaccines (which critics have falsely linked to autism)
and announced plans to examine the childhood vaccine schedule and established vaccines (our take here).
Stakeholders are concerned about the conflict of interest of the new ACIP panelists with HHS failing to publish
ethics disclosures, despite the administration’s focus on transparency (here).
 
Wholesale changes to the USPSTF could be coming. USPSTF members (here) serve four-year terms and
are appointed by the HHS Secretary after being nominated by the Agency for Health Research and Quality
(AHRQ). Each year, new members are appointed to succeed those whose terms have ended. However, RFK
may take the same approach as he did with ACIP and replace all or many members at once.
 
USPSTF recommendations determine which preventive services insurers must fully cover under the
ACA, affecting 150 million privately insured Americans (here).  The USPSTF, which has been around for 40
years, is made up of 16 volunteer members who are experts in fields like internal medicine, pediatrics, OB-GYN,
nursing, and behavioral health. USPSTF recommendations guide primary care providers on preventive services
and are categorized by grades A, B, C, D, or I (insufficient evidence) based on benefits vs. harms (not costs).
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