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September 23, 2025 MAHA Update: Trump Speaks to Vaccine Guidance

Trump & RFK Target Combo Vaccines, Additives, Acetaminophen
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» Our Take & Next Up

Following President Trump's statements on autism, combo vaccines (including COVID+flu) will likely
face continued scrutiny. Yesterday, President Trump announced that his administration has concluded that
some cases of autism may be linked to pregnant women’s use of acetaminophen and asserted the disproven
link between autism and vaccines (particularly pediatric combination vaccines). The administration continues to
pressure vaccine manufacturers with shifting recommendations, claims of autism and other side effects, and a
push for individually administered vs. combo vaccines. As a reminder, the recent vaccine advisory committee
(ACIP) voted (9-3) to recommend against the combined MMRYV vaccine before age four (instead administered
as separate shots). The next ACIP meeting will be held on October 22-23. See our analysis of the ACIP meeting
here.

» Key Points

Combo vaccines (including COVID+flu) face increased scrutiny. Pediatric combination vaccines are a major
target for MAHA anti-vax efforts due to unproven concerns that vaccine combinations are too much at once, per
recent ACIP meeting (our take here). During the 9/22 announcement, President Trump railed against
combination vaccinations, noting that “it would be good instead of one visit where they pump the baby, load it up
with stuff, you'll do it over a period of four times or five times.”

The administration is asking for info on additive(s) in vaccines & even exploring removing vaccine
additives as a new standard. President Trump also stated that we have “already taken out and are in the
process of taking out mercury and aluminum now”. Vaccines can contain small amounts of aluminum salts,
which are used as adjuvants to create a stronger immune response. Known vaccines with aluminum additives
include DTaP vaccines, the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine, the HPV vaccine(Gardasil 9), and hepatitis B
vaccine.

Medicaid/CHIP will cover GSK’s leucovorin, according to CMS’s Dr Oz. Yesterday, the FDA also announced
the expanded approval for leucovorin for the treatment of cerebral folate deficiency (CFD) in individuals with
autistic features. The FDA relied on a systematic analysis of literature published between 2009-2024 for this
approval. During yesterday’s announcement, Dr. Oz stated that “state Medicaid programs in partnership with
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CMS will cover prescription leucovorin around the country.” GSK plans to file for a broadened label for its drug
Wellcovorin (branded leucovorin). However, GSK has not manufactured or marketed leucovorin, which is
available in generic formulations, since 1997.

Tylenol will be scaled back for pregnant women, alternative pain and fever management will likely to be
floated in the future. As a reminder, acetaminophen is the only over-the-counter drug approved for use to treat
fevers during pregnancy. The FDA will recommend doctors dramatically scale back acetaminophen use in
pregnant women to the lowest effective dose for the shortest necessary duration, and update the medication’s
label.

NIH announces 13 grants to fund autism research. The administration also announced the Autism Data
Science Initiative (ADSI), which aims to use large-scale data sources to explore the causes and rising
prevalence of autism. The initiative ($50 M in awards) will support 13 projects that draw on genomic,
epigenomic, metabolomic, proteomic, clinical, behavioral and autism services data.

Hep B vaccinations (GSK, MRK, Sanofi) at birth also continue to see pushback. President Trump also
stated his concerns on Hep B vaccinations at birth. As a reminder, ACIP chose to postpone a controversial vote
to recommend against Hep B vaccination at birth if the birthing mother tests negative. We are expecting to see
Hep B vaccinations addressed at the next ACIP meeting in October.
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